IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SUMMIT COUNTY, OHIO 



STATE OF OHIO, ex rel, 
ROBERT SMITH, 

Plaintiff, 

vs . 

CITY OF AKRON, 

Defendant . 



Case CV09-04-3107 



Deposition of MELISSA K. BARNHART, a 
Witness herein, called by the Plaintiff for 
cross-examination pursuant to the Ohio Rules 
of Civil Procedure, taken before me, the 
undersigned, Michael G. Cotterman, a Notary 
Public in and for the State of Ohio, at 202 
Ocasek Government Building, 161 South High 
Street, Akron, Ohio, on Thursday, the 1st day 
of September, 2011, at 2:00 o'clock p.m. 



BISH & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
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330-762-0031 
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FAX 330-762-0300 
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APPEARANCES: 


1 


4 

MELISSA K. BARNHART 


On Behalf of the Plaintiff: 
Novak, Robenalt & Pavlik 


o 
z, 


nf IqaittiiI q rvr* o XA/ilni^oo n rv~» i n r'Qlli^H frit* 
Ul IdWlUl d&C, " VVllllCoo 11C1C111, L/dllCU. 1U1 


3 


examination as nrovided bv the Rules of 


By: Scott D. Perlmuter, Att. at Law 


4 


Civil Procedure, being by me first duly 


950 Skylight Office Tower 
1660 West Second Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 


5 


sworn, as hereinafter certified, deposed and 


6 


cfliH qc follows* 


216-781-8700 


7 

1 

8 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


On Behalf of the Defendant: 
Akron Law Department 


Q 




1 


O Could von staff vonr name for the 

V^. V — V 7 Li 1 Li V V 7 Li JldlL/ J UUi llCliliL iUl lilL 


By: Deborah M. Forfia, Att. at Law 


11 


record? 


Janet Ciotola, Att. at Law 

202 Ocasek Government Building 

161 South High Street 


12 


A lYTelissa TC Rarnhart 

1\- • i'lvll'lij CI 1V« 1»U1 1111(11 l> 


1 3 


O lVTv mimp ic *Nr*ott Pprlmiifpr wp mpt 

V^. -L'^y AlCU-llC IS O^Wll I ClllliUlCl, WC 111CI 




1 4 


brieflv before the denosition T renresent 


330-375-2030 


15 


Robert Smith in a case he filed against the 




1 fs 
A- O 


V^lly Ol /AJSlUll Willi IGgdlLi LU SUillt UUU11C 


On Behalf of the Witness: 


1 7 


records and you're here today as a witness. 


Norris & Norris 


18 


Have you ever had your deposition taken 


By: Andrea L. Norris, Att. at Law 


19 


before? 


4367 State Road 


20 


Akron, Ohio 44319 


A. Yes. 


330-644-0706 

JJU OTt \J 1 \J\J 


21 


O So vou know the orocess T'm sure 




22 


vour attorn ev went over it with vou but if T 

j V / 1 L-l L IV/l llv V VV Vlll V 7 V XL VV 1 111 V WU L/tll ± J. 1 




23 


ask vou a nuestion vou don't understand let 




24 


me know, because everything you say today is 





25 


going to be under oath and taken down by the 


3 

INDEX 


1 


5 

court reporter to be used in evidence in this 




2 


case so I want to make sure vou understand mv 


Exhibit No. Page/Line 


3 


questions. 




4 


A Okav 


(No exhibits marked.) 


5 


Q. And try not to talk over each other, 


6 


that's a trood sround rule because he's sjoins? 

tllLtL L? LA, V/V/ V_* V / 1 1 V_* A UlV L/VVUUJV i 1 V_/ LJ Cv/lllC, 




7 
8 


to tuVp down pvprvthinct wp cav AnH trivp 
iu i&ivvv uuwn L/ v y Liniig w \^ coxy . r\i il^ tivt 

vprbal rp^non^p^ don't ^haVp vonr hpiirl loud 




9 


enough for him to hear 

VllWUCll 1 V 7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 LV i 11VU1 • 




10 


A. Yes. 




1 1 


O Tf vou will statp vour homp aHHrps^ 

v^. xj. y \)\\ win ltjicii^ y \ > lii iiwiii^/ tiviv^ii r> . 


Examination By: Page/Line 


12 
13 


A 1 1 80 Wp«st Fvrhanpp 

Q. How long have you lived there? 




1 4 


A Akron 44^1 ^ 


MR. PEPvLMUTER 4/9 


1 s 


v^. now lon^ iiave you nveu uicic: 




16 


i * • A IL/^llV T V 1111 W T V 1 1 1 * 




1 7 


O Who do vou live there with 1 ^ 

\^ m " T 1 IV/ V_* V / y V / U J. J. V W lllvl Vw VVl 111 * 


MS. FORFIA - / - 


18 


A. Myself. 




1 9 


O T~)id A/Tiivor PIii^oiipIIip formprlv Iivp 


MS. NORRIS - / - 


2 


thprp with von*? 

LllWlW W1L11 \\JU.l 


2 1 


A Hp Hirl 




22 


A When did he move out? 

■L »• V V 11V11 VIIVI 1IV Illv V V- a 




23 


A. I believe November of '09. 




24 


Q. Do you have any plans to move? 




25 


A. I just put my house up for sale. 
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1 


6 

Q. Okay. Where are you moving? 


1 


8 

A On and off sinrp 1994 


2 


A. I'm not sure. 


2 


O Who did von talk to about this 

V^/ • T T 1 1 V / V 1 1 V I y V / LI L CL 1 IV L V7 LA-LJKJ Ul LI llu 


3 


Q. Okay. Why are you moving? 


3 


dpnosition bpforp thp dpnosition othpr than 


4 


A Because T travel for mv ioh all over 

n« WUUUV -M_ l/X CI T HJl X 1 My ll/l./ till vy T V 1 


4 


vnnr Jittnmpv^ 


5 


the state and I'm just not there that often, 


5 


A Tnst mv uttornev 


6 


so... And T'm not an anxious seller T inst 


6 


O l^)id vnii havp a mpptincr with thp (^itv 

1-J\W y\J\X lid V \j Cl lll^V^Llllg W1L11 LllV-^ V_^lLy 


7 


put it up so I don't have any plans where I'm 


7 


of Akron attornpvs^ 

ui L v lv 1 V./1 1 uiiviiiii/ y lj . 


8 


going to live, I'm not sure. 


8 


A No 


9 


O .So voiiVp (Toincr to Ionic for annthpr 


9 


T^iH \/r^n pvpt tnlV \c\ lVTii\/oi* 

V^. Lv 1U jUU CVC1 ICllJV LU iyicLy\ji 


1 


nlapp nnrp von ppt a notpntial hnvpr*? 


1 


PliiQnnpllip ahnnt it*? 


1 1 


A That's porrppt T havp a nlapp in 

ill X llul 3 LUllCtli J. nave A uiavc 111 


1 1 


A Nn 


12 


Columbus as well 


12 


O l-l^vp vnii pvpr tallcpd to him ahnnt 

V^/ . 1 1 Lt V VUU UVU LCllJVWVJ. LU 111111 Cll /WLII 


13 


O What's thp aHHrpss thprp^ 

V^* l! 11CIL i5 Llll/ aUUlL/Jd 1111/11/ . 


1 3 


thic p^cp*? 


1 4 


A Tt ? s Arena CVossinp Anartments 

n« M. %, k7 ill Villi V . • 1 V/»-Jk7l llii L l|_/tli UllVlllOf 


1 4 


A l\Jn T hiivpiVt tnlkpH tn him cincp 

fii l^lUj X lift VCll V ItlllVClX Ivl 111111 olll^C 


15 


Nationwide Boulevard. 


15 


lVovPiTilipr of '09 

llUT V1I1UI/1 v71 \J S . 


16 


Q. What's the address? 


16 


O l~lavp von talkpd to anvonp ahont thi^ 


17 


A. I actually don't even know it. 


1 7 


casp othpr than vonr attornpv^ 

V— cl ii uuivi uiuii y v'ui ciLLuiiiv y . 


18 


O Okav Arena Crossing 

* vyivti y . j ii v/iiu \^i vyijijiiij^ . 


1 8 


A No 


1 9 


A Yes Unit 207 


1 Q 


v<^. /it suiiic punt! you woijvcu 101 iviayoi 


20 


Q. You said Arena Crossing Apartments on 


20 


Plnsfliipllio* is that ripht^ 

1 lUijvl Uvlllv^ 1 1 " Llltl.1 lit ,111 • 


21 


Nationwide Boulevard? 


2 1 


A In '03 


22 


A Uh-huh 

n« v 11 iiiiiii 


22 


O Tn what panapitv^ 

V^. Xll WllclL V^ClL/clV^lL y . 


23 


That's a ves^ 


23 


A T rnn hi« ciiiTiTiiiion 

J. 1 All 111S C<llll|J<l.lgll* 


24 


A. Yes, Unit 207. 


24 


Q. That was just through 2003? 


25 


Q. What do you do for a living? 


25 


A. That's correct. 


1 


7 

A Political consultant 


1 


9 

O What about — 


2 


O Who Ho von work for^ 

V^- Vt 1 1 V 1 VI V ) y VJU WUliV 1 v/l . 


2 


A Tlifit'si to hp im id for T nhvinnmlv 
fii x licit a iv* iJuiix iui« x uu V iwixai y 


3 


A T have spveral diffprpnt rlipnts all 

i\. • M. llil T t- 3v T vl ai UUl^l till vllvll IvJ till 


3 


volnntpprpd and did thin&v: lint T was not naid 

t ^ /1 11 11 LW1 til <111U villi llllllg>3 171X1 X VY<lk5 11UI IfdlU 


4 


over thp state 


4 


for it 


5 


Q. Who are they? 


5 


In2007 7 

-111 i^\J\J I • 


6 


A lVTavor TTealv in f^anton Ohio Sheriff 

i X* iTlttj \tl llvdlT 111 V^Clll Lv'll^ V/I1IU* LJlltl 111 


6 


A Tn '07 

/ V • Xll \f 1 ■ 


7 


Scott Zach Scott in Franklin Conntv 


7 


O Havp von pvpt hppn pmnlovpH hv thp 

iitivL y v/ li V i i ' \--\^ 1 1 uiiiuiu yv^u i ' y liiv_ 


8 


O Ts that if? 


8 


Titv of Akrnn^ 

V^ILV v/l iv IV 1 V 7 1 1 . 


9 


A 1 ,inda Omohien miinicinal clerk of 

/ K • Ul 1 1 vl C-l V J Hm.\r I71V11* 111U1UV1 L/lll v IV 1 1 V ill 


9 


A. No. 


1 


courts 

V. W 11 1 1,3. 


1 


O Mavp von pvpt workpH for thp C^itv of 

V^. iicivL' y v/ li v.. V y^y i vv v/i ivv^li i v/i lii^ v^iiy vv i 


11 


Q. In Franklin County? 


11 


Akron in anv re^ard^ 


12 


A lVo hprp in Summit C'oiintv And thpn 

jv • i m« nv-i V- hi. L7U11111111 vumiiy • jv iivi 111v.11 


12 


A T volnntpprpd whpn wp wpnt on trinm 

^X. X TUIUIHLvl VII Vt 11C11 TTt TTUll v#11 lllUij 


13 


Stenhen Dver for iiidpe here in Summit Conntv 

L/I>V|/UVU 1/ T VI 1 \J 1 IllUtV 11V1V Mil L/Ullllllli V/UUllil 


13 


and thinps workinp hooths for thp citv 

til 1 VI Lllllli^kl^ TT Ul milg MUUU13 1U1 Ulv vllj y 


14 


and the Franklin County Democratic Party. 


14 


thinps such as that hut no T never worked 

llllllw>* lJUVll C4k7 R^Mi. 11U* M. 11V 1 VI it Ul I1VU 


15 


O Do vou work for vourself do vou have 


15 


for them 

1U1 llli>lll< 


16 


vonr own romnanv^ 

y v i li i v > vv 1 1 v. v. /i 1 1 1 leu i y . 


16 


O T-Ipvp von workpH in anv othpr fiplH 

V^* llflVL YUU VV V./I IVL^Ll 111 tXllV V/ll IL^l iiliu 


1 7 


A Vp<; T havp mv own i in until 1 


1 7 


throno^hniit vonr rarppr othpr than nolitipfil 

Ll 11 V7Llil,l IV7L1L V V / Lll L, VII L^L^l V 7 L 1 1 V_ 1 Llltlll L/V./IILIL^Vll 


1 8 


worked for thp Ohio Demoeratie Partv until 

TTVfllVtVl HJl HIV- V^lllW 1/V111UU AUt X ai I J Ull 111 


1 8 


ponsnltin^^ 

VVllijLllllllil • 


19 


Tanuarv and then T formed mv own T^T^C 

JUI1UU1 J U11U lllvll M. 1U1 111VU U1J \J »T 11 UUVi 


19 


A T workpH for thp Ohio TTnusp of 


20 


What's the name of that LLC 7 

• T ¥ lltlt i-J LllV lltllllV V/l llltll 1 -. 1 ^ V a 


20 


Rpnrpspnlativps thp Ohio Spnatp thp Ohio 


21 


A. RMB Consulting. 


21 


Auditor 

X lUUltUl . 


2 2 


O AnH nrior to that thp Dpmnpratip 


2 2 


O Tn what pjinapitv*? 

V^* 111 WlldL ^ClUCl^iLy . 


23 


Party you said? 


23 


MS. NORRIS: Which job? 


24 


A. Correct. 


24 


BY MR. PERLMUTER: 


25 


Q. How long did you work there? 


25 


Q. One by one? 
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1 


A T was a nape in the Ohio House of 


1 


those were the trins that I would do the 

llll/uV TT VI V HIV Ifl IIJiJ Ullll -1 TT VM1W V-l VF niv 


2 


Renresentatives. I don't rememher mv title at 


2 


volunteer kind of working the booth every 


3 


the Ohio Senate that was in ! 9tf> a 


3 


dav 
vi< */ • 


4 


legislative aide in the Ohio Senate and nress 

IVwl^lttLl • V- iilvlv 111 111V V/lllVf vllM-l-V U11VI 1 V^»-J7 


4 


Q. So for instance in Germany at the 


5 


in the Ohio Auditor's Office. 


5 


trade fair, what kind of work were you 


6 


Q. You did press or PR? 


6 


doing? 


7 
8 


A Tt wam 1994 T can't rpmpmhpr the 

lit 1 1 TTdkJ l S S « 1 Villi 1 1 VlllVllll/Vl 1 11V 

title but I was in the press department. 


7 
8 


A I would po man booths s?o over and 

i i • i tt vuiii £S 111 d ■ i uvuuiij* n v-i < ■ i ■ vi 

essentially accept business cards, take down 


9 


Q. Okay. And so since what time have 


9 


contacts, get leads and then introduce the 


10 


you been just a political consultant? 


10 


person to either Bob Bowman or Mayor 


11 


A. July of '97 1 believe. 


11 


Plusquellic. 


1 2 


O You dated Mavor Plusouellic for a 


12 


O The trin vou went on with the mavor 

• 1 llv LI A L/ V V / LI V V Will 1/11 V V 1 Lll LI IV lllll T V/l 


13 


period of time? 


13 


to Germany, was it just Germany? 


14 


A I did 

l\. ■ M. UlUi 


14 


A I believe we added a trin that we 

i 1 • 1 1/V11V T V TT V IILILILVI CI 111 IJ 1 lllll TT V 


1 5 


O What time neriod was that^ 


15 


naid for senaratelv 


16 


A. I believe late '05 to November of 


16 


Q. Where was that to? 


17 


'09. 


17 


A. I think France, I'm pretty sure. 


18 


Q. As you sit here today could you list 


18 


Q. Did you pay for your portion? 


19 


every trip that you took out of state with 


19 


A. Yes, always. I paid my own way for 


20 


Mayor Plusquellic? 


20 


the trips, paid my own way and volunteered on 


21 


A. No. 


21 


the trips to Germany and Israel. 


22 


O Do anv of them stick out in vour 

v^. is v / tin y v / 1 uiviii ij iiviv v / vi v ±11 y v / vi i 


22 


O Okav Do vou have documentation of 

» vyivii y • i — ' v / y v / vi 1 1 vi v v nv/v iliiiv-iiillliv/li v / i 


23 


memory? 


23 


those payments? 


24 


A. There were several so I'm not sure 


24 


A. I do. 


25 


what you mean. 


25 


Q. So when you say that you manned the 


1 


n 

Q. Well, can you list the trips that you 


1 


13 

booth, you said it was with Mr. Bowman and 


2 


took with the mavor on Akron business out of 

l V7V/1\ V V 1 111 LllW 111U J V/l V/l 1 ± V 1 V 1 V/l 1 1 / VI JlllwlJL? V / VI I V/l 


2 


the mayor? 


3 


state? 


3 


A. No, actually what happens, I don't 


4 


A. I could nut to&ether a list out of 

i » « 1 V\iUlu |#U1 tUCLVlllvl 14- lltJl 1 ™ ' L-l L \ r I 


4 


know if you've ever been to a trade fair but 


5 


memory, I'm not sure if it would be complete. 


5 


each city or company has a booth, the mayor 


6 


Q. As you sit here what trips do you 


6 


or Bob Bowman is whom I'm directing leads to 


7 
8 


recall takin? with him^ 

1 VvLlll LCUV111C VV 1 LI 1 111111 * 

A Germanv 

11" VJ VI 111U11J • 


7 
8 


to brine business to the Citv of Akron. 

L V 1/1 111£^ ■ / llilllll >nl L V HIV \yllj V* 1 / 11\1 1/llt 

So I would stay at this booth 


9 


Q. When was that roughly? 


9 


and then people would come to us to say we'd 


10 


\ T rcallv flon't know T^racl 


10 


like to know some information about the Citv 

llllv III 111111 TT (JvlllV llllvl lllllllUll tl r-J V VI V HIV V^llJ 


11 


Q. When you went to Germany was that 


11 


of Akron, we may have a company that wants to 


12 


before or after the re-election? 


12 


move here, so then I would take down the 


13 


A. I reallv don't remember. I travel 

i » • 1 1 Villi T vlllll 1 1 VlllvlllMvl • LI £1 V VI 


13 


information and then set up appointments for 


14 


also for mv ioh so T'm on the road nuite a 

(likjl/ 1U1 illy I vm ijv l ill Mil lllv 1UUU VI Ll ■ IV * l 


14 


Bob or for Mayor Plusquellic to come back or 


15 


bit through iust mv work so I don't rememher 

W-J ■ 1 1111 " " Uhhll 1 Ukj V 111 f TT ™ * ■ » A Vlllll V 1 VlllvlllMvl 


15 


for them to go to their booth. 


16 


which is which or the vcar 

TT lij TT lllt-11 V/l UlV Y \-<ll • 


16 


Q. Did you receive training on this 


17 


Q. Okay. Well, I just want to talk 


17 


whole process? 


18 


about trios that vou can recall takin? with 

1.1 L / V / LI L LI 1 yj J LULL L Y V / VI W VI 1 1 1 V/vlill L 11 IV 111 V V 1 Lll 


18 


A. It's volunteer, neonle volunteer to 

A » ■ -M-lr kj T UlUlllVvl m IJvVpiV T 1/lUlllVVl L V 


19 


Mavor Plusouellic So vou went to Israel do 

1T1U ¥ V/l X lUklUUvlllVi UW V V / VI VVVllL IV/ 1 Jl UVl; VJ- V / 


19 


do it. but no. I've done them for vears. 

VI V 11-^ f J L-l V 11VF % ■ TV LlvllV lllvlll Ivl T VH1 k/ • 


20 


vou remember the time framed 

Y V / VV 1 V111V111UV1 Lllv L1111V 11 Ulllw • 


20 


Q. I guess how did you know how to sell 


21 


A. I don't. 

i » • M. Vl\/ll *- • 


21 


the City of Akron? 


22 


Q. Do you remember what was done on any 


22 


A. I was just taking information, 


23 


of these trips, what the mayor was there for? 


23 


scheduling appointments, I didn't sell the 


24 


A. They were trade fairs that he went 


24 


City of Akron other than any questions they 


25 


on, obviously in his capacity as mayor, and 


25 


would ask, if I could answer them. I'd say I 



Pages 14 to 17 



1 


14 

liked living there, that would be one. 


1 


16 

of the trin T honestlv can't 

wi uiv i-i il-*^ -i iii/iivkjiij tun i« 


2 


Q. And on all the trips that you went on 


2 


O You don't recall which trin an 

V-' . 1 V / l— 1 vl \ / 1 1 L 1 Willi V V lllwll LI 1 k/ 111 1 


3 


with the mayor, did you man one of these 


3 


association paid for your travel? 


4 


booths? 


4 


MS FORFIA- I'm goine to object 

1 * 1 V / . _K_ V ^ A X X Jl i V . A 111 WV/lll'L I- V / V / I / 1 l_ 


5 


A. Not every trip, every trip wasn't a 


5 


at this point, as you're aware we have a 


6 


trade fair, but on everv trin there was 


6 


pending motion for a protective order, the 


7 
8 


usuallv some kind of volunteer caDacitv. 1 

MkJ Utlll T OV/111V 1»111V* \/l T M V* ■ ■ V V. V. ■ V LI IJll V 1 L f a -M_ 

can't sav everv one was. 


7 
8 


objection still stands with respect to what 
was raised in the nrotective order 

V T UrLJ A ■ k > \— V 1 111 111 1/1 V / I. V— l_ 1 y V/l L1V1 • 


9 


O Were vou naid for anv of these 1 ? 


9 


You're awfullv far afield for a 

x wli j \^ u vv j. uii y i til cjijv.'jvj I v / 1 n 


1 


A No 


1 


nublic records case the ouestion in this 

UUU11V. 1 Ui) V^CLOV^, LJIV^ UUvLJllVfll 111 L11J.O 


1 1 


O Alwavs volunteer^ 


1 1 


case is what records did vour client ask for 

vujw iij vv mil i wv/i uij v_ii\_* y v / i_i i viiviii tiijiv i v / 1 


12 


A. Alwavs volunteer. 

i. » • -i 11 T T T T VJ1 illl v^^^^l • 


12 


and what did he get 

W11V4 V T 11UI VI ] V.I 1 1 v_^wL* 


13 


O So if the mavor testified that he had 

V^. UU 11 UIW llltl j Ul IVv O 111 1 w l_l lllCll 1 l\s lltlV_l 


13 


MR PERLMUTER- Well as mv 

IVllVt X LvIMjIVI v X J /XV. Vt tXX^ Clij 111V 


1 4 


naid for some of vour flights on his citv 

l/t-ll V.1 1 V/l i ' V 7 1 1 l\s V/l \ V / Ul A 11C111I.LJ V/I 1 1 lllj ^/llj 


1 4 


rpsnon*sp it's difficult to oVtprminp what 

1 ti3 L/\Jlli3V^5 ' L 1 ' V_lll 1 IV^LllL LV 7 VJtLtlllllllt VV llul 


1 5 


issued credit card are vou tellins? me that's 

1 l II 1 Liwu v- 1 V_ V_ I 1 I wlU V_ 1 . dl V— V V ' H l^lllll*^ 111V 11 111 I L3 


1 5 


was thpfp what's not thprp and that's what 

VV LlO LllVwl V_/, VV lltll l_5 11WL LllV^lV— ^ CllllX LllCll iZ> VV 11UI 


16 


not accurate? 


16 


we're here for today, to figure out what 


1 7 


A. No. I'm telling vou T was unaware of 


1 7 


should be there that's not there that's nart 

UllvUlVl I / W VI 1 wl W 111UI v > 11V/ \r 111\>1 lllLll LJ L/Ull 


18 


it T naid for all niv trins hut if another 

lit X UCIlil 1U1 It 11 111 t H 11JCJ H;Ul 11 Clll v/ HlV^l 


1 8 


of what we're hprp for todav 

Wl VV lltll VV tit- llLyl \s 1 Wl IVJLltlJ . 


19 


association said thev'd nav for it not the 

iliJkjUvlllllV/ll k?C41U M1V j VI l-f Cl y -1 VF1 lit 11UI Ull> 


1 9 


MS FORFTA- I'd iust ask that vou 

IVXwJ . X V/1V1 11 V . X V_l 1 LI i.l L CLOIV LllCIL V V / L.I 


20 


citv so 


20 


stick to the basis 

LJ Llvlv LV/ LI Iv l/UOlo • 


21 


Q. So as far as you're aware, either you 


21 


MR. PERLMUTER: I'm trying to. 


22 


paid for every trip or some other association 


22 


BY MR. PERLMUTER: 


23 


naid for it hut nnt the citv 1 ? 

I_/CIJVJ JWJ 1L UUL 111V. • 


23 


O Did von pvpt* flv first class on anv 

V^/ . IS 1 L_l viju LVL1 1 1 V llli5L tlClOO v/l 1 til 1 V 


24 


A. Correct. 


24 


of the trips that you took with the mayor? 


25 


Q. You were never aware of the city 


25 


A. No, not to my knowledge. 


1 


15 

navinp for tickets of vours^ 


1 


17 

Q. Did you ever see the mayor drink 


2 


A. No. 


2 


alcohol on any trips that you took with him? 


3 


O Did von ever have anv discussion with 


3 


A Yeah he drank alcohol hut he was 

L JV« M. V>CU.Ma llv Ul U11I\ UlWIlVla KJtA-l llv VV C*kJ 


4 


the mavor ahout navment of these tickets'? 


4 


alwavs meticulous in makino sure, because I 

ill TT T 111V H V Wl V W»J 111 llllllVlllw i ' II 1 Vl RJ'WCJIMkJV -m- 


5 


MS. NORRIS: Well - 


5 


believe this is what he would tell people, 


6 


THE WITNESS- No other than if an 

1. A. ■ J — J T T 111" _1 — V.J • 1 1 V / ^ V / L11V1 -1-1_ kill 


6 


that there was city policy that you couldn't 


7 
8 


association offered to nav for it or if T had 

CI i> i) V / Vw 1 CI 1 1 V / 1 1 V/l 1 ^ 1 V V-l IV/ L/CIV 1U1 11 V/l 11 X HClvX 

to nav for it wp ohvionslv would discuss 

L\J l/Cl V 1 V/l 11 VV v VJU/ V IWLIljI V VV V/ LI 1 VI vX1l5V^ UlJlj 


7 
8 


huv alcohol on a citv credit card so at the 

Kf\M.J U1V1M1U1 l/ll €* VllT VflWM.li v 111 VI « kJV tMm/ illV 

dinners I was attending he would actuallv ask 

UlllllVl ij X TT tlkJ UltVllUIlli. llv TT VUIVI ULlUUll T 11 'IV 


9 


that if T could c*o hascd on mv financial 

lllCll, 11 X i_/V-/LllvX i_, V / I / CI . > l_. l_l v / 1 1 Illy llllClllV^ldl 


9 


for a hill for alcohol and a hill for thp 

1U1 %X Will 1V1 Alvvllvl ClllU CI Mill 1U1 1,11V. 


10 


situation hecause T had to nav for it 


10 


meal. 


1 1 


MR PERLMUTER- Counsel^ 

1? ii\i i j iivi / 1 » i v_y x j /iv. v ^ v 7 v.* i i.j v> i . 


11 


O What would he do when he would j?et 

. T T lltll VV V / 1 \_J- 11W V-4-V/ VT llwll llv VV V / 1 \_J- *^wt 


12 


MS. NORRIS: Well, your question 


12 


those bills with the receipts? 


13 


was a little confusing and then in my mind I 


13 


A. I don't know what he did with the 


1 4 


was okav T understand what vou're trvins? to 


14 


receiDts. I iust know he asked for seDarate 


1 5 


sav what vour nucstion was 

lJCIV , VVlltlL VVJLll UUWiJLlUll WCIl3. 


15 


checks 

VIlWIVoi 


16 


MR PERLMUTER- Okav 

iiiiVi 1 j (ivi /1T1VJ x J /iv. V-'ivti y • 


16 


O So do vou recall when vou went to 

. v._/ v / \-i v / y v / 1,1 j. vviiii v v llvll j v / v v viii iv/ 


1 7 


BY MR PERLMUTER- 

1_/ X ITIIV. X J flvl /ITIVJ 11 ilV. 


1 7 


various events with the mayor during his 


1 8 


O When one of these associations would 

w T T llvll W1JV V/l UlvOW LIlj l/ VwlilLlV/lliJ V V V / LAI VI 


18 


travels and he would get receipts what he did 


1 9 


nav for vour ticket what sort of 

1 / li y i v/i y v / l.4 i iiv. i vv_. i ^ vv iiui jvi i v / 1 


19 


with them? 


2 


associati on^ 


20 


A T thoupht he kent them in two 

im.m 1 UlUUtlll llv IWI/I U1V111 111 I VV V 


2 1 


A Tt wasn't vpfv oftpn T think it was 


21 


senarate has?s hut T don't know what he did 

kiVUUlUlV UUiiiJ *7> i. A V* V/l 1 1 IV11V TT TTllill IIV VI 1 VI 


22 


one timp an association naiH for it and I 

V/lll. lllllt (111 UklijUtlCl UU11 1 -/ <. 1 1 V J 1U1 11 (11111 X 


22 


with them after he did that. 

V T 1 ^11 kvllVlll dl fcVl 11 V Vllvl kvllit 


23 


have all the records of that. 


23 


Q. Okay. 


24 


Q. What trip was that? 


24 


MS. NORRIS: Are you talking 


25 


A. Really I cannot remember the details 


25 


credit card receipts or what kind of 
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1 


18 

receipts, so we aren't confused? You said 


1 


20 

Q. What is that? 


2 


receipts, credit card receipts, separate 


2 


A. An organization that he's affiliated 


3 


receints something signed bv the nronrietor 


3 


with through the the U.S. Council of Mayors, 


4 


what IcinH of rpppint^ arp von fKlcinc* hpr Hid 


4 


because he was the oresideut of the 

UVVUUijV 11V TT * ■ - » HjIV * VtJlUVlli v/M Lllv 


5 


she observe? 


5 


organization, I believe that's the one, he 


6 


BY MR PERLMUTER- 


6 


had several different organizations he 


7 
8 


Q. Any receipts, credit card receipts or 
other? 


7 
8 


traveled for, the U.S. Council of Mayors when 
he was president and Mayors for Peace, and 


9 


A The onlv thinp T reallv noticed was 


9 


then obviouslv the Citv of Akron, so I cannot 


1 


liini askinp for senarate checks 


10 


remember for sure which one it is but I 


1 1 


O And nnttinp them in a bap^ 

• J- 1.1 IV-l |_V 1.1 1 Lll 1 <_. LllVlll 111 CI L/Ll<_. • 


11 


believe it was that. 


1 2 


A Or kppnino thpm for thp rpcorrls T 


12 


O Do vou know about how Ions the 


13 


think T don't know T didn't havp anvthinp 

LlllllrV^ A UWll t- I\1IU TT j A tllllll I llu V V till V I 111 11^, 


13 


conference lasted? 


1 4 


to Ho with that pnH of it 

III VI v/ TT1U1 lllul (11U Ul lit 


14 


A. I don't remember. 

i * • A V* ™ / ■ ■ C ■ Vlll Vlll KJ VI • 


15 


Q. And you never had any conversation as 


15 


Q. Did you volunteer at that conference? 


16 


far as you can recall with the mayor 


16 


A. I don't remember that one 


1 7 


repardin*? the travel exnenses navment of 

IvilUlUlllC 111V 11 U V v 1 vAL/vlUvij^ L/UJrlllvllL V / 1 


17 


specifically. 


1 8 


vonr travel expenses'? 


18 


Q. Do you know what specifically Mayor 


1 9 


A No T said up did discuss it pach 

il • 1 ~ X JUlU TT v Ulvl VI 1 k } V W lit VC4V.11 


19 


Plusquellic did during that conference? 


2 


trin hpcansp T had to dptprminp if T coiilrl 

11 WvvClllk5t A 11C1U W9 tlvlV-l llllllv 11 X wlUU 


20 


A. I don't remember that one for sure. 


2 1 


afford to po so vps wp discussed it 


21 


I mean I don't remember, I know he always, it 


22 


Q. Okay. 


22 


was either a trade show, those kinds of 


23 


A. But never, never about the citv ever 

i MJ 11 1 11V T Vl m ■ IV T V * ttk/VUl' tllV V*.*< ¥ V T VI 


23 


things, meetings the entire conference that 


24 


paying for it. Whenever I did stuff with the 


24 


he attended and did presentations, which then 


25 


city it was as a volunteer, not getting paid 


25 


I would actually go and sit through the 


1 


19 

for it. 


1 


21 

presentations and take photographs and things 


2 


O That's for hotels everything 

V^. 1 11U.L l3 1 V / 1 J IV/LC1 l)« ^ I VI ¥ Llllllg , 


2 


so he could write his undate 

O \J 11V VVU^VK TT JL Mt>V 111'' UpUtllV) 


3 


A Yes flights food evervthinp 


3 


MS. NORRIS: I'm going to enter an 


4 


Q. What about hotels? 


4 


objection here, this is going to be the first 


5 


A. We stayed together in the same room. 


5 


time and only time, we need to stay focused 


6 


And actnallv we made sure and Don was verv 


6 


on vour comnlaint 

V / 1 1 V V / LA 1 V\_/111I_/1LU111. 


7 
8 


pood ahoiit this because we didn't want this 
kind of issue the one time that T can recall 

1VKH.U. VFi. IkJkjUVa tllV UIIV I1111V lllll I K Villi 1 Willi 


7 
8 


MR. PERLMUTER: That's what I'm 

doing. 


9 


that it was a different rate if vou had one 


9 


MS. NORRIS: And what he was doing 


10 


nerson or two neonle it was overseas and T 


10 


over there has nothing to do with the 


11 


can't rememher which trin hut wp naid the 

Vdl 1 1 1 vlllVllllL/Vl TT lllvll UIU UUL TT V 1/A1U lilt 


1 1 


receints or records that vou're looking for 


12 


diffprpnep that it cost ncr nipht to have 

vllllvl vllvv Ulal 11 vVi" I. Uvl 1 1 1 LIU L %,\J llcl t v 


12 


from the City of Akron. 


13 


another nerson in the room 

ullUlllCl JJC1 3*111 111 UIC 1 UUllli 


13 


MR PERLMUTER- Sure it does 

i i 1 1 \ ■ x J ;1V1_.1t1 x^J 1 J jl\, v_j Uil V 1 V VJ.V_/ Vlj • 


14 


Q. When you say we, what do you mean? 


14 


MS. NORRIS: How so? 


15 


A Our finances were together 

i»» V/UI X 111L11 IWkj TT VI V IV/ilvUlVl • 


15 


MR. PERLMUTER: Because sometimes 


16 


O So vonr nersonal finances'^ 


16 


what he was doins? over there generated 

VV 11UI llv VV tiki UV'lll^ V / V VI Ulvl V ^VllVl d IW1 


17 


A. That's correct. 

i » • M. ■■til kJJ VV'A. * VV^« 


17 


receipts or travel. 


18 


Q. Okay. So let me just ask about a few 


18 


MS. NORRIS: You asked what was he 


19 


individual trins do von remember poins? to 

111U1 V 1UUU1 L1_.IL/l3, V-J- V / V WU 1V111V111UW CLVJilltZj I Y / 


19 


doins there vou s?ot whatever receints vou 


20 


Manchester, England with Mayor Plusquellic in 


20 


had from them, your questions to her have to 


21 


2006? 


21 


be about the claim and discovering receints 

1 ' V_/ Lil_/ULIL VI IV V1U111 1 U11VI V_l 1 > » V_- V / V VI 111£L 1 VVVI VJ VLJ • 


22 


A. I do. 


22 


So either you ask questions 


23 


Q. What was the purpose of that trip? 


23 


directed to her about whether she has 


24 


A. I believe Mayors for Peace, I'm not 


24 


receipts or knows if there are receipts or, 


25 


sure. 


25 


just as Attorney Forfia said, you're starting 
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22 




24 


1 


to move into a direction that we're going to 


1 


slide show. T can't remember. 


2 


shut it down. Does she have city receipts, 


2 


Q. I apologize, I don't mean to ask you 


3 


that would be a s?ood auestion that's what 


3 


nuestions more than once T iust don't have a 


4 


you're looking for. 


4 


perfect memory so I need to clarify. Do you 


5 


BY MR. PERLMUTER: 


5 


recall going to Ankara, Turkey, with the 


6 


O Well vou don't have anv citv 


6 


mavor'? 

1 1 Id y V/ 1 • 


7 
8 


receipts, do you? 
A. T do not. 


7 
8 


A Yes 

O What was the Tiatiirp of that trin^ 

V^. TV lltll VV UO tilt' 1 1 Cl l Cl 1 t V7 1 LllclL L11U . 


9 


Q. These questions are all calculated to 


9 


A. T believe it was the (rlohalization 

■t X • X. H/V11V T V- X X TT XI . 1 illV VJ 1 V 1/itllXiU 11 Vll 


10 


discover citv receints travel documents 1 

VI 111 \-y V / V \-y 1 \-< 1 I J 1 V^W V^l V/ tLJ »j VI tl ¥ \~ 1 VI V / tl 111 \_> 1 ILlJ 4 A 


10 


Confiprpnrp 


11 


don't know, you're not here to represent the 


11 


Q. Okay. And - 


12 


City of Akron, are you? 


12 


A. T believe that was the title. 

i X ■ X H/V11V T x, XX XXX X TT llkJ 111V llllv • 


13 


MS NORRIS - I'm here to represent 


13 


O Anrl what was thp mavor rioinp durinp 


14 


my client, you're here looking for receipts 


14 


that trio 1 ? And when T ask T mean snecific 

llXLll 1111/ • J. 111V1 VV llvll 1 Ll.kJlV« 1 111V. till ^ 1 L7ww lilt- 


15 


and you have yet to ask her if she has 


15 


to the City of Akron, what he was there for 


16 


receipts for anything having to do with the 


16 


for the Citv of Akron T don't want to know 

1 V/l 1 1 lv V .11 V V / 1 1 \ / 1 lj X vl V 7 1 1 l V V Cl lit ivy IV 1 1 V / V V 


1 7 


comolaint 


1 7 


npopssaril v pvpvv last thinp thp mavor did 

iit^t^t^kjL>cn ''V w v ti y iciijl iiiiiiw ixiw li ill y \ j i uiu 


18 


MR. PERLMUTER: I just asked her. 


18 


durintr the trin but Citv of Akron business 1 ? 

Vl LI 1 111 < — . Lilt- lllk/ > — '11 J V/l ± V IV 1 V 7 1 1 L/tllJlllVLJlJ • 


19 


MS. NORRIS: There you go, after 


19 


A. T do not recall anv details of that 

i X ■ X VIV llvl X WWII XXX X T UVlltllLJ Ul XX XXX X 


20 


my prompting, so we'll keep moving along but 


20 


trin other than there was a conference 


21 


shorten the leash here. 


21 


O Okav Do vou recall anvthins? about 

. v/ivu, y • m — ' v / _J vvtii ■ uii y iiniit-, ti i y v / vi t 


22 


BY MR. PERLMUTER: 


22 


thp airfatp with rpsnpot to that trin^ 

Llll^ LillltU^/ VV1L11 1 t/L> Ut^^. L IV/ L11CLL UIU . 


23 


O Okav How Ions? did vou sav that the 


23 


A That was a trin that T was tolrfl thp 

i X • 111(11 TT Clk3 CI 11 1U 111x11 X TT Ctk5 lull! lilt 


24 


conference was on this trip? 


24 


association was going to pay for because 


25 


A. I told you I didn't remember. 


25 


that's what I was told, I didn't know 


1 


23 

O Okav And were vou — do vou recall 

x^/ • IV CI y a J_ \1AV1 VV vl y V 1 \X VI V I y \J W. 1 VWUll 


1 


25 

anvthiiicT plwp 

(111 j Llllllg tl.lt • 


2 


the mavor rentinp a vehicle while vou were 


2 


O .So that was nnp von wprp tallcinp 

V.^ \J LllLll VV CI .1 flit' V v/ 1,1 VV t/l LCtllVlllg 


3 


over there? 


3 


about earlier 1 ^ 

UL/t/tl L Will 11 Wl * 


4 


A T don't remember no 

./ X • M VMVMMM L X « IlUt 


4 


A. Yes. 


5 


Q. That would probably stick out in your 


5 


Q. Do you know what association? 


6 


memorv because vou'd be driving on the other 


6 


A T think it was thp fxlohiili7ation 


7 
8 


side of the road? 

A Well wp traveled we rented ears 

. 1 . * 1 V 1 1 « 1 1 v 1 1 (1 1 V 1 ^ VI. 1 1 v 1 V- 1 1 1 V- vl V- CI 1 3 


7 
8 


Q. Do you know if they actually did pay 
for it? 


9 


hefore T don't recall one in narticular 


9 


A YVpII T saw in thp npwsnanpr thpv 

- » . T T V-ll* 1 t><4 TT 111 111V llv TT □UHUi-l Ulvj 


10 


Q. I would think that England might 


10 


didn't T didn't rpmember that hut T know 

VXXVX M M X« -X Vilvill X 1 VlllVllll/Vl VMM XX V MUt X IVllVr T ¥ 


11 


stick out in vour mind because of that 

UllVlV V/UL 111 V V / 1 111111VI l_/ V- V- tl CI lJ V' V / 1 L11UL* 


11 


that thprp was an issup T mpan wp did travpl 

uini iiivi v tt ms (111 1 . i - 1 1 1 V , 1 lllV.tll ttv UIU 1 1 CI ' V 1 


12 


risht^ 


12 


on spvpral trins T rpuipmhpr thprp was an 

Ull - ' V T VI .1 1 11 1 1 y ■ J , A 1 VllHllll/V-1 1 1 1 V 1 V TT 1 1. 1 (111 


13 


A. No. 


13 


issup and wp had to rpimhursp thpm that's 


14 


Q. So you may have rented a car in 


14 


thp onlv rpason T rpmpmhpr T don't rpcall 

HIV III lit 1 Vll.lllll X 1 V-I1IV-1I1IIV-I , X II 1 1 1 1 L 1 V V- II 1 1 


15 


England vou iust don't remember^ 


15 


thp dptails 

1 1 1 v viv mill. 


16 


A T don't remember T would have 

1 X ■ M. X X VIIIVllIUVI • -X T T \ F t ■ ■ VI 1111 T V' 


16 


O Do vou know did vou tro on a trin 

V^ • -1 — ' V J _j 1V11V7 VV >j Vllvl \ V / tl V / V / 1 1 tl UIU 


17 


ridden in a car regardless whether we rented 


1 7 


afterwards after that 1 ^ 

til L v_ i y y til v_i . ' ^ til iv i ti iti t * 


18 


one nr not so it wouldn't stick nut in mv 

UUV III 1 1 1 1 1 q 11- TtUUiUll I . ' 1 1 V- IX uill 111 111* 


18 


A Diri T an on a trin aftpr*^ 

i V • 171U X Ji" t'll CM 11 1U Ulltl • 


19 


mind. 


19 


O Did vou extend that trin^ 

• -i — ' i vi y wu v/VLwiiu iiitiL u i yj • 


20 


O Do vou recall attending the 


20 


A Wp nftpn did 

- V ■ TT V III lv II UIU. 


21 


conference? 


21 


O Do vou recall if vou did on this one 

v^ • -i — ' v > _j vvtii i ii y v / vi vi i vi v/i i laailj v/i i v_/ 


22 


A. I stated twice now, I don't remember 


22 


or not? 


23 


what the conference was so I don't remember 


23 


A. I really can't. And if we did extend 


24 


in what capacity, what we did, if it was one 


24 


the trip we paid for it completely 


25 


that I went and was at the presentation or 


25 


separately, which I do have records of. 
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1 


26 

O Can vou recall £?oin£? to Reno Nevada 


1 


28 

A T rememher all nf them 

. \ • X I V-lllV-llll'V-1 till \JL llltlllt 


2 


in 2006 with the mayor? 


2 


O So vou went on a trio to all those 

\^ • K_/ V / _J VV Will- V/l 1 CL U1U IV/ CL 1 1 lllV/JV 


3 


A. I've never been to Reno so that one 


3 


with the mayor? 


4 


is definitelv not. 

Ik7 Uvllllll'Vl T ■tvl'l 


4 


A Name them apain*? 

/ » • i^cuiiv uiLiii ngcuu • 


5 


Q. Do you recall going to Israel with 


5 


Q. Amsterdam, Germany, Zurich, Italy and 


6 


the mayor in 2008? 


6 


Israel. 


7 
8 


A. I do. 

O Who went on that trin^ 

\^ • f ! 1 1 V / V V Vlll V / 1 1 11 111 I LI A. yj • 


7 
8 


A All in one trin*? 

fit nil 111 viiv nil/ « 

Q. Yes. 


9 


A. I don't remember which triD it was. 

' * • 1 V* \J M 1 %, 1 V111V111I./V1 T T lllvll Ifl 1 11 TT 1 ■ > 7 « 


9 


A That doesn't sound correct hut T 

- v . ■ imi vi\/v-iiii i □umiu V- ^ / 1 i v V- 1 '/ill ■ 


10 


I've been to Israel more than once. 


10 


can't sav for sure. 

VHll V lJTU T 1V/1 Jill V-a 


11 


Q. More than once with the mayor? 


11 


O Have vou been to all those nlaces 

* 1 1 LA V \^ V V / 1,1 L/Wll IV llll 111VJV [JlllVvJ 


12 


A. That's correct. 


12 


with Mavor Plusauellic 1 ? 

V V 1 111 A. T 1 V V 7 1 1 X Uk)VJ LiWlllV • 


13 


O How manv times ^ 

\^ • 1 IV/ VV 111U11J LllllvJ • 


13 


A Read them to me apain*? 

. V • ■ XV-. llll 1 1 1 1^ 1 1 1 III lllv dgtllll • 


14 


A. I believe three. 


1 4 


O Amsterdam Germanv 7Airich Ttalv and 

• iiiilj ivi vtuiiift x iviiiuuij 1 . z_juiivii. iiui y uiiu 


15 


O Was it alwavs for the same 

\^ » T V Cli.l 11 Ul VV l-V V LJ 1 V / 1 lllv JUlllV 


15 


Israel. 


16 


conference? 


1 6 


A T VipHpvp *io vpsi 

/!• A UvIlV. T V ilU^ V lilt 


1 7 


A T flon't rprall T rpmpmhpr that two 


1 7 


O Rut thpv rlnn't •sPptti to Hp on rvnp trin 


18 


were trade shows because I worked the trade 


1 8 


as far as vou recall^ 

UO 11U L.L. l V V / KA. i. W \— d 1 1 . 


19 


shows, the other one I cannot remember what 

ijRM.\F TT i" % ■ ■ V- 11 ■ V- ■ V11V 1 V- VI 1111 V V 1 V- 111 V- 111 V ■ T T 11UI 


1 9 


A T flon't think so 

il» X UU11 I 11 11 lllv i7U« 


20 


thp ronfprpncp wa < 

l 1 IV V Will Vl V ■ ■ V V IT 11,71 


2 


O F)o von rppall if thosp wprp pitv 


21 


Q. Do you know the rough time frame of 


21 


trips? 


22 


those three conferences? 


22 


A. T don't remember. 

i ia i vi ifi i v i V- ill V- 1 1 1 p i V- 1 % 


23 


A. No. 


23 


O Do vou remember in the Tanuarv 2008 

* i — * v / y v y v.* x wiiiwiiiL/wi 111 iiiv %r nil uui y v_/ v_/ v_/ 


24 


Q. Can you recall anyone other than you 


24 


time frame, December '07, January '08 time 


25 


and the mayor from the City of Akron being 


25 


frame going to Miami, Florida and then D.C. 


1 


27 

there on the trills'? 


1 


29 

with the mayor? 


2 


A. As I said already, Bob Bowman was 


2 


A. What time? 


3 


there there was one with an entire 


3 


December of '07 to Januarv '08 

ft 1/V/VV/lllUvl V/l V/ / L V / LL11L1LU V V_/ V_/ ■ 


4 


delegation from Akron. Toe Kanmher. that's 

1 1 ■ 1 1 ■ ■ 1 1111 \/llt • f V r V IkMllli/llvl , lllMt IJ 


4 


A. Yes. 


5 


when they did that incubator with Israel so 


5 


Q. You went to Miami and then to 


6 


several business communitv leaders and citv 

JV V V- 1 Ul P/lliflll V- , fi J VUllllllllllll T IVUVivl llllll V- ■ V J 


6 


Washington with the mayor? 


7 
8 


emnlovees. 

Vllll/lU J v v . / • 

Q. Any other? 


7 
8 


A. I can't say for sure I went to Miami, 
I don't remember, the only thing I know is I 


9 


A Anv other*? 

. v • nu y vtiiv-'i a 


9 


was in D C because that was the inauguration 

TT Ilk) 111 1 • V • UWCIUOV 1 1 141 1 T T 111/ I 1 1 V UlUUbUl UlllfU 


1 


O Citv pmnlovpps on anv of tftpsp trins^ 

V^. V_^±ly V/l 11L71V/V V, V, . / v 7 1 1 Lilly \ > l 11 IV/k/V^ LJ.lL/i3 . 


10 


T HpHpvp is that corrpct f 08*^ 


1 1 


A. Roh Bowman Marco Sornnierville. I 

x 1 • 17V/ 1/VF TT lllillla 1T1U1 VU k_J V/l 1111 IV 1 T 1UV< M. 


11 


Q. No. 


12 


can't remember. 


12 


A. Then I don't remember. 


13 


O And vou don't can vou recall which 

V^. / 1 1 1 i_i v v / Ll I, l^tlll \ \JIA 1 l-l^llll VV111W11 


13 


O A trin where vou went from Miami to 

J. V lllU VVllVl V J WU VT Will 11W111 1T11LU111 L V / 


14 


trips specifically they were on? 


14 


D.C. though? 


15 


A. No. 


15 


A. I have no idea. 


16 


O Did vou ever tro to France with Mavor 

. MS 1 W _/ VL V/ V w 1 V / V V / 1 1 Cll 1 V-^ V/ VTllll ITlll V Wl 


16 


O Do vou recall an Anril 08 trio to 

\J » 1 — ' V / V V / L* 1. WVlill Lll 1 ± V r L V / 


1 7 


Plusauellic on citv business 1 ? 

1 lUJU Ll^lllv V / 1 1 vll y L'UOlllvO J » 


17 


Munich, did you discuss that one earlier? 


18 


A. I did 20 to France with the mavor and 

A la 1 VllVi 4^V IV 1- 1 M.M 11 VV T T MlfMM 111V 11114 V V/l L111V1 


18 


A, No, I went to Munich, I don't recall 


1 9 


T Ho tint rprall if it was: a ronfprptirp thp 

A UU 11UI 1 Weill 11 11 T»Cli3 <1 v-vlllVl VlIV. 111 V- 


19 


whirh vpar 

TT 111 Vll J V-Cll a 


20 


U-S. Council of Mavors or for the Citv of 

* — - a K_r • ^ / L111V11 VF1 A- V 1 11 T VI »J VI 1 V/l t-MMV V^l V T VI 


20 


Q. Okay. You went with the mayor to 


2 1 


Akron 

/ 1 Iv I vlla 


21 


Munich'' 

ITlUlllull « 


22 


Q. Okay. Did you go to, can you recall 


22 


A. Correct. 


23 


in the October-November '08 time frame going 


23 


Q. Do you recall what the nature of that 


24 


to Amsterdam, Germany, Zurich, Italy and 


24 


trip was? 


25 


Israel? 


25 


A. No. 
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1 


Q. Do you know if there was a conference 


1 


A T believe that was the T^eapue of — 


2 


there or anything like that? 


2 


or it was the — where we had to so and work 

V 1 11 TT til V. T T 11V1 V- ™ T V- llUU V 4» * " llllvl ™ T 1 1 » 


3 


A. All I know, I can't remember each 


3 


and do a nresentation to do the Citv of the 


4 


one. I don't have Derfect memory iust like 

U1IV* VI \ r 1 1 I llii T V- t-J V. 1 1VV I 111V111U1 T I l*kj I 1 1 1 » V- 


4 


Year award or whatever that was the exact 

M. vlll 1 1 TT UJ. V* VI TT I 111 1 v T VI I/11UI TT C*k3* 111V v/VIIV 1 


5 


you, I know that on every trip it was either 


5 


title I don't recall, but we were successful 


6 


a conference like one of those three that I 


6 


and one presentation, again that was a trip I 


7 
8 


named, I think that's the majority of them 
for the City of Akron. 


7 
8 


paid for and volunteered to do the 
Dresentation and Daid for it. 

»-M ■ vuvii Miifivii mm iiuiu ivi im 


9 


And each time he worked through 


9 


O Okav when vou sav vou naid for it 


10 


the entire time and either did presentations 


10 


the tickets and everything while you were 


11 


or hoped to bring work back to the City of 


11 


down there? 


12 


Akron by working literally fourteen hours a 


12 


A. What do you mean everything? I mean 


13 


dav on that, that's what I recall. 


13 


veah I staved in his hotel room 

J Vlllli M. Jill T VW 111 llli? llvtVI 1 V/17I ■ 1 • 


14 


O Do vou recall who naid for the Diane 

\^ • J — ' V / V V / V.I 1_ WLLJ..1 V V 1 1 V / l / 1-4 1 \-l A. V / 1 Lllv \ 1-1.1 1 V_/ 


14 


O Rut evervfhin? else vou naid for^ 


15 


ticlcets to "Munich vonr nlanp tickets^ 


15 


A To thp hipsit of mv knowlprltrp vp<j 


16 


A T do not T would assume T naid for 

il« M. WU 1 M V J l a -M- II UU1U HO k J V* 1I1V -M- 1U1 


16 


O Tn 2006 did vou *?o with the mavor to 

« 111 V./ V./ V_' V_l 1 V_l y V / 1,1 VV1 L 1 1 lllv 1 1 1 1 1 y V ' 1 IV_7 


1 7 


it. 


1 7 


Santa Rarhara and Alaska and f^hina 1 ? And 

kj 111 1 1 11 LJ CI I 1 7 CI 1 CI ClllU 1 V 1 11 ii IN. CI cillU V^llllltl • illlU 


18 


Q. You don't have any recollection of 


18 


maybe you've one been to one of those but the 


19 


that being another one where an association 


19 


records T have show it bein? one trin so T 

i WV/l x_l 1 1 1 llu V w .11 IV/ VV ± I L'vlliCj Ullv L± ± L/ 1 1 V ' 1 


20 


may have paid for it? 


20 


don't know if you went on the whole trip? 


21 


A. I don't believe any other times that 


21 


A. T believe I did. ves. 


22 


hannened. I cannot sav for sure. I have not 


22 


O The whole trin 1 ^ 

t i iiw v v iiwiw li x . 


23 


gone through my records, I know I always paid 


23 


A. I don't believe I went to China. 


24 


or an association was paying but I think that 


24 


Q. What was the, do you recall what the 


25 


was only Turkey. 


25 


purpose of that trip was? 


1 


31 

O Okav Do vou recall who else was on 

* > r IV 11 V * J ' V 7 y V 7 \X 1 wvllll V V 1 1 V 7 wluv V V L-l . 1 V / 1 1 


1 


33 

A. Not for sure. I know Santa Barbara 

' * • 1 ™ M- 1 1 Ill V • A 1X11 T T lk_7fAH III -M-FftU 1 l-l ■ H 


2 


the trip to Munich from Akron? 


2 


was the U.S. Conference of Mayors, at least 


3 


A No 


3 


to the best of mv memorv T think it was the 

LVI U1V > / V- . ' 1 \Jl HIT IIIVIUUI J X L111111Y 11 WOJ 111V 


4 


O Did vrvn &n to Tanan with the tnavrvr in 


4 


TJ S Conference of IVTavors and what was the 

. » . J • V - V-11V-V- ' / 1 ■'Kit \ 1 1 .1, (111 VI till CI I II (1.1 1 1 1 V- 


5 


2008? 


5 


other one? 


6 


A T did 

ill _l UlUi 


6 


Alaska'? 


7 
8 


O Do vou recall what the nature of that 

* 1 — s v y j v y li x wvuii v v iiul liiv iiuiui v v / i 1 1 1 li i 

trip was? 


7 
8 


A. I believe that was, I don't know, one 
of the conferences, I can't remember, I do 


9 


A. I believe that was Mavors for Peace. 

i » • M. UVllv T %- T T 4. 1 > J i. * 111 Y -1 C7 1 V' -1 M. VUW • 


9 


recall doing his presentations there because 


10 


Apain he nresented. he actually was verv 

X lwlllll llv 1-*-*- J V'lllVVl « llv CIV 1 1 1 11 1 1 T TT 1 1 . ? T V. 1 T 


10 


I remember taking pictures and they were 


11 


busy, it was a packed trip, I know he was 


11 


describing the issues, environmental issues, 


12 


trvinp to recruit hnsiness hut he was also 

n v iiiw iv icii 1111 1 1 n .i 1 1 1 v. . i>i ifui* lit tt<io ti i ii i 


12 


and he was there nresentinp two davs in a 

U11U llv TT Wk? M-MVcM. V l-'-l VkJVII 1111C. V TT \J \M-iM J kJ 111 €* 


13 


the first U.S. mavor to Dresent a wreath at 

111V ill kf 1 » k -/ • lllli T -1 r"- vll » T T 1 V 11 V 1 1 u. 1 


13 


row. 


14 


Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 

-L ^ UCUlJillu U11U 1-111 UiJlllllllli 


14 


Q. Who else was there? 


15 


O Was it iust Tanan was the trin iust 


15 


A T don't recall 

i ». • A VIVIl \i ■ Will 1 • 


16 


Japan? 


16 


Q. Anyone else from the City of Akron 


1 7 


A T believe so 


17 


that you can remember being there? 


18 


Q. Who else went on that trip? 


18 


A. Nope. I'm not saying they weren't, I 


19 


A. Tust he and I and neonle from the 

A f J U-kJl ■ ■ !-«■ 1 \_ ■ M. l-l ■ 1 I7V1/I71V 1 1 Ulll tl IV 


19 


just don't recall. I think that was the U.S. 


20 


IT S r^onfprpnrp of IVTavnrs to thp Vipst of mv 


20 


Council of Mavors staff 

VvUllvIl VI I'lll T V/l k7 Ullll 


21 


mpmorv 

lllCllllfl j • 


21 


O Can vou recall on anv trins that vou 

\j * in i j v f 1.1 j. vvuii v/ 1 j luiy li i yj l i ill l t v / 


22 


Q. No one else from Akron? 


22 


had to Zurich who else from the City of Akron 


23 


A. I don't believe so. 


23 


was there? 


24 


Q. Can you recall any trips to Miami, 


24 


A. I honestly don't recall Zurich so I'm 


25 


Florida, in the 2009 time frame? 


25 


not sure. 
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1 Q. What about Italy? 

2 A. I believe it was just he and I. 

3 Q. Amsterdam? 

4 A. Again I'm not sure, I think it was he 

5 and I. 

6 Q. Have you ever been anywhere with the 

7 mayor outside of Munich? 

8 A. I don't recall, I think we took a 

9 train ride like on the day before we left. 

10 Q. Are there any other trips that stick 

1 1 out in your mind as we sit here that we 

1 2 haven't discussed? 

13 A. No. I don't understand the question. 

14 MS. NORRIS: That's okay. 

15 THE WITNESS: Okay, no. 

16 BY MR. PERLMUTER: 

17 Q. If you don't understand the question, 

1 8 let me know. 

19 A. No. 

2 Q. Did you have one passport during this 

2 1 entire time period? 
2 2 A. I did. 

2 3 Q. Do you still have that passport? 
2 4 A. I do. 

2 5 MR. PERLMUTER: All right, I don't 
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I, MELISSA K. BARNHART, do verify 
that I have read this transcript consisting 
of thirty-seven (37) pages and that the 
questions and answers herein are true and 
correct with corrections as noted on the 
errata sheet. 



MELISSA K. BARNHART 



Sworn to before me 



a Notary Public in and for the State of 
, this day of , 2011. 



Notary Public in and for the 
State of 



My commission expires 
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think I have any further questions. I 
appreciate your time. 

MS. NORRIS: Melissa, you have the 
right to read the deposition and review it, 
you can't really change your testimony but 
you can add comments to it if you feel 
necessary or you can waive your signature, 
it's up to you. I would go ahead and if it's 
written up I would want to read it. 

THE WITNESS: Okay, I'll read it. 

(Deposition concluded at 2:35 o'clock p.m.) 



MELISSA K. BARNHART 
Page/Line Correction 
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CERTIFICATE 




STATE OF OHIO, ) 




)SS: 




SUMMIT COUNTY. ) 




I, Michael G. Cotterman, a Notary 




Public within and for the State of Ohio, duly 




commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify 




that the within named witness, MELISSA K. 




BARNHART, was by me first duly sworn to 




testify the truth, the whole truth and 




nothing but the truth in the cause aforesaid; 




that the testimony then given by the witness 




was by me reduced to Stenotypy in the 




presence of said witness, afterwards 




transcribed upon a computer; and that the 




foregoing is a true and correct transcription 




of the testimony so given by the witness as 




aforesaid. 




I do further certify that this 




deposition was taken at the time and place in 




the foregoing caption specified, and was 




completed without adjournment. 




I do further certify that I am not 




a relative, employee of or attorney for any 




of the parties in the above-captioned action; 




I am not a relative or employee of an 




attorney of any of the parties in the 




above-captioned action; I am not financially 




interested in the action; and I am not, nor 




is the court reporting firm with which I am 




affiliated, under a contract as defined in 




Civil Rule 28(D). 




IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto 




set my hand and affixed my seal of office at 




Akron, Ohio on this 6th day of September, 




2011. 




Michael G. Cotterman, a Notary 




Public in and for the State of Ohio. 




My Commission expires October 25, 2012. 









